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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To surely detect whether or not a light spot is 
in focused state and to surely control focusing of the 
light spot. 

CONSTITUTION: An electrical signal 4 is a signal 
waveform indicating total reflected light quantity in an 
elliptical spot irradiating an optical recording medium, 
and the amplitude is varied in a part where a pit is 
provided synchronously with the radius direction of the 
optical recording medium. Also, concerning the 
electrical signal 4, the amplitude is decreased as the 
elliptical light spot becomes larger through deviation 
in focusing. Consequently, by comparing this electrical 
signal 4 with prescribed slice levels 5, 6 and obtaining 
focused signals 7 8, the focused state of the elliptical 
light spot is detected. That is, by setting the slice 
levels 5, 6 at a proper value, only when the light spot 
is in focused state, the focusing signals 7, 8 are obtained. 
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